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line, and Duke Albrecht V of Bavaria even ordered
throughout his state the establishment of u German"
schools with instruction in reading, writing, and the
Catholic creed.

This organization of universal education continued its
advance, despite the decimation and the general havoc
upon finance and education wrought by the Thirty Years'

FIG. 28,    A Protestant school m a German village ot the sixteenth century.
Visit of the school committee and catechising by the pastor.
War (1618-1648), and by the end of the eighteenth cen-
tury practically every village throughout the German
states had its Volksschule or "people's school/' These
institutions were under the direction of the pastor of each
parish, and while actual conditions may often have been
somewhat below the statutory level and in many cases
were a wretched apology, every child not studying at a
secondary school was in theory obliged, between the ages